2012 Key Waukesha Council Event - Descriptions

Working On Improving How We Do What We Do 

– Embracing Vincentian Spirituality –

The Council looks to make 2012 an exciting year with many events/resources made available to conferences.  Through events and resources, we seek to build unity among members and solidarity with those we serve while presenting a positive image of St. Vincent de Paul and enhancing the spiritual growth of our members and all lives they touch.

The Council’s commitment to you is to:

· Serve the Waukesha Conferences by providing meaningful gatherings and materials

· Help serve those in need in Waukesha County by ensuring conferences are strong, vibrant, and follow the Vincentian way.  

Below is a description of key Waukesha Council 2012 events followed by a handy planning calendar.   Conference Presidents - Please promote these events with members and reserve these dates!

Note: the most up-to-date event calendar will be found on our website at www.stvincentwaukehsacounty.org
Archdiocesan Morning of Recollection 
(Date TBD) 
Audience All Members

The Archdiocesan Spirituality Committee hosts a Morning of Recollection for all Vincentians at various locations throughout the Archdiocese.  In the spirit of our founders, Vincent de Paul and Ozanam, the event begins with Mass followed by presentation, reflection and dialog focusing on the Society’s primary purpose;  to increase the holiness of its members through prayer and the Vincentian bond of friendship essential to the life and mission of St. Vincent de Paul.  All Vincentians are encouraged to attend. 

Board of Directors Meetings 
Jan 20, April 20, July 20, Oct 19
Audience Council Board Members and Advisors; All Members are Welcome

Board meetings focus on Council operations.  Strategic and operational plan items are reviewed, reported on and updated as needed.  

Attendance at Board meetings is a mandatory for all board members.  Advisors are encouraged to attend.  All Vincentians are welcome as well.  Unity cannot be achieved unless everyone is represented.   

Breakfast Meetings
March 11, June TBA,  
September 16  
Audience All Members

Breakfast meetings allow members to explore more deeply Vincentian Spirituality.  Following Vincent de Paul’s example is central to our commitment to the society’s mission.  
All Breakfast meeting agendas will include a review of the previous Council Leadership and Training that explore ‘Growing Spiritually through One-on-One Service to Others’ through our core ministry, the Home Visit. 
Food Delivery 
(Third Saturday of Every Month)  
Jan 21, Feb 18, Mar 17,April 21, May 19,Jun 16, Jul 21,

Aug, 18, Sept 15, Oct 20, Nov 17, Dec 15
Audience: Individual Conferences -Sign-up Required   

The Home Delivery Program, a program of the Food Pantry of Waukesha County, is designed to provide food to people who are aged, disabled, or are unable to come to the Pantry to select and pick up their own food.  This special ministry between St. Vincent de Paul of Waukesha, St. William Catholic Church and the Food Pantry exemplifies Vincentians building relationships through Solidarity and by Collaborating with other community organizations to serve people in need.    

Coordinator: Jason Aide 262-424-6017, Scheduling: Julie McIntyre 262-522-3240
Friend of the Poor Walk
Hosted by St. William Conference 
September 29
Audience: All Members  

The Friends of the Poor Walk involves St. Vincent de Paul Diocesan Councils, District Councils and Conferences throughout the United States in an effort to public awareness of poverty, to raise funds for basic necessities for people in poverty, and to strengthen Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s Solidarity with the poor. 

Money raised locally is used for direct service to the poor. Pledges are credited to respective Conferences and Councils as designated by each walker.  All Vincentians are encouraged to participate in The Friends of the Poor Walk  

Leadership and Training Meetings
Jan 23, April 23, July 23, Oct 22
Audience: Conference Presidents and All Members

The theme for all Leadership and Training meeting is ‘Growing Spiritually Through One-on-One Service to Others’ focusing on our core ministry, the Home Visit.  In a series of eight sessions held over a period of 2 years these trainings are based on scripture and explore the Vincentian role and helping relationship with those we serve. 
Attendance at Leadership meetings is a mandatory responsibility for all conference presidents!  Unity cannot be achieved unless everyone is represented.  While presidents are required to attend (they may send another officer in their place), all Vincentians are encouraged to attend Leadership and Training meetings. 

National Annual and Mid-Year Meetings 
(Mid-Year Meeting April 18 – 20) 
Joint Natl Annual Mtg and Western Regional Mtg Seattle WA, Aug 29 – Sept. 1) 
Audience: All Members

One thing distinguishes the Society from many other helping groups - we live up to the dream of our founder to establish a worldwide network of charity.  We are united by the same spirit and Rule with over three quarters of a million men and women in 144 countries of the world!  

The Mid-Year Meeting is more of a “business” session for national leaders but the Annual Meeting has something for all members.   

More information on these meetings can be obtained through the National SVDP website (www.svdpusa.org)  As each meeting approaches the National will provide a direct link to learn more about the meeting content, workshops, key note speakers, etc.  You will also have the ability to register for the meeting and arrange hotel accommodations online. 

Ozanam Orientation 
Waukesha Council dates March 31, May 21, Aug 13
Milwaukee Council dates May 10  – Waukesha members are welcome to attend
Audience: New Members and all Associate Members seeking Active Status

Attendance at Ozanam Orientation is required to attain and maintain Active member status.  Members may attend either the Waukesha or Milwaukee formations.  This seven part training program provides an initial understanding of Vincentian life and more quickly promotes Unity among our members. 

Note: Milwaukee Council also holds Ozanam Orientation which may be attended as an alternate to the Waukesha event.  

Regional Meeting
North Central Regional Mtg  May 31 – Jun 2  Joliet, IL
Audience: All Members

One thing distinguishes the Society from many other helping groups - we live up to the dream of our founder to establish a worldwide network of charity.  We are united by the same spirit and Rule with over three quarters of a million men and women in 144 countries of the world!  

At Regional meetings, we meet people from the surrounding six States to share this spirit and Unity, we learn from each other, we strengthening our part of the worldwide network, and we gain new insights into our vocation of service.  Workshops, general meetings, and social events help to increase our knowledge of SVDP, enhance our Spiritual growth, and create Unity among our brothers and sisters. 
Annual Report Workshop
Feb 11, Aug 8

Milwaukee Council dates – TBA (Waukesha members welcome to attend.)

Audience: Conference Secretaries and Treasurers and All Members

Secretary and Treasurer Training focuses on St Vincent de Paul and Internal Revenue Service reporting requirements.  Training has been redesigned to better assist conferences in determining the correct way to identify and place values on In-Kind services and how to accurately count visits and the number of people they serve.  The new format will include break-out sessions giving members the opportunity to discuss, practice, and learn how to track(more painlessly) and complete reporting forms accurately.  
Secretaries and Treasurers plan to attend one session per year.  All members are encouraged to attend.   
Spiritual Advisors Retreat

March 23/24 @the Cousins Center-Milwaukee  Cancelled – To be rescheduled
Audience: Conference Spiritual Advisors and Vincentians interested in Spiritual Leadership

The Archdiocesan Spirituality Committee hosts a Retreat for Spiritual Advisors and those interested in spiritual leadership each year at St. Francis Seminary.   The Retreat provides a more in-depth sharing experience devoted to teaching St. Vincent de Paul’s way of life through following Christ’s example and creates a Unity for the many deacons, religious, and lay people who provide spiritual direction to the conferences, or may be willing to do so in the future. 

Spiritual Advisor and member Retreats are held on a Friday evening and all day Saturday.  The retreat must be attended in its entirety.  Overnight lodgings are available at the Seminary.  (Note: The Seminary was not available on March 23/24.  The event will be held at the Cousins Center 
(3501 South Lake Drive, Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912)


 Program information and reservation forms are distributed from the Archdiocesan Spirituality Committee prior to the event.  All current Spiritual Advisors are asked to attend. 
St. Vincent de Paul Sunday – formerly known as Bundle Sunday 
(Weekends throughout the Year)
Audience Individual Conferences -Sign-up Required

St. Vincent de Paul Sunday, a parish collection of all types of clothing in any condition and linens, household items, furniture, electronics and appliances in good working order.
Our stores get needed items to serve those in need, your conference gets visibility within your parish, and your parishioners get to feel good about pitching-in with their donations!
This parish drive provides a great opportunity to promote St. Vincent de Paul. Let donors know what your conference is up to and invite them to learn more.  Handouts are available at the Council office.     
Contact Ernie Lawrence 262-490-8663 or 262-569-1989 for more details and 2012 schedule.  

Summer Lunch Program
June 11 – Aug 24 
Audience Individual Conferences -Sign-up Required  

The Summer Lunch Program provides a bag lunch and beverage to school age children and their parents Monday – Friday’s during the school summer break at Haertel Field Park located in the inner city of Waukesha.

In Unity and Solidarity St. Vincent de Paul conferences hold a strong relationship with the Waukesha Park Recreation and Forestry’s Parks Program ensuring needs are met in this inner city area of Waukesha.

Conference commitments for the 2012 Summer Lunch Program are in place.  
Voice of the Poor Program 
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

Jan 10, Feb 14, Mar 13, April 10, May 08, June12, July and Aug (Summer break), Sept 11, 
Oct 9, Nov 13, Dec. (Holiday break)
Audience Conference VOP Committee Members

Lasting long-term assistance to the poor requires looking at the larger political and economic picture. Guided by the fundamentals of Catholic social teaching, VOP committee members research and evaluate issues and governmental policies. 
Note: The most up-to-date event calendar will be found on our website at www.stvincentwaukehsacounty.org
2012 Waukesha Council Directed Key Events Calendar

Milwaukee Archdiocesan Council dates were not available 
at the time of this printing.  All future updates will be posted in red.
	Date
	Event
	Time
	Place

	January

	January 10
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	January 20
	Board Mtg
	11:30 am to 1:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	January 23
	Leadership Mtg
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
	Waukesha Council Office

	February

	February 11
	Annual Report Workshop
	9:00 am – noon 
	Waukesha Council Office

	February 14 21
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	March

	
	
	
	

	March 7 
	Summer Lunch Mtg
	6:00 pm to7:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	March 11
	Breakfast Meeting
	8:15 mass
	St James Mukwonago

	March 13 
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	March 23-24
To be rescheduled
	Spiritual Advisors Retreat
	TBA
	Cousins Center, Milwaukee

	March 31
	Ozanam Orientation
	8:30 am – 1:00 pm
	Waukesha Council Office (Sunset Dr.)

	
	
	
	

	April

	April 10 
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	April 18-21
	Mid-Year National Mtg
	
	St Louis, MO

	April 20
	Board Mtg
	11:30 am to 1:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	April 23 
	Leadership Mtg
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
	Waukesha Council Office

	May
	
	
	

	May 5
	Ozan Orient (Milw)
	5:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
	Silver Spring Office, Milwaukee

	May 8
	Voice of the Poor
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
	St. Luke Catholic Church

	May 31
	NCR Mtg
	
	Joliet, IL

	June
	
	
	

	June 1, 2
	NCR Mtg
	Thurs.Fri.Sat.
	Joliet IL

	June 11
	Summer Lunch 1st day
	11:30 am – noon
	Haertel Field Park

	June 12
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	July
	
	
	

	
	Voice of the Poor 
	No VOP Mtg in July
	

	July 20
	Board Mtg
	11:30 am to 1:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	July 23
	Leadership Mtg
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
	Waukesha Council Office

	August
	
	
	

	
	Voice of the Poor
	No VOP Mtg. in Aug
	

	August 8
	Annual Report Workshop
	5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	August 24
	Summer Lunch-last day
	11:30 am – noon
	Haertel Field Park

	Aug 25
	Ozanam Orientation
	8:15 am to 1:00 pm
	St. Anthony MF

	Aug 29 – Sept 1
	Joint National Annual Mtg /Westrn Rgn
	Tues night, Wed, Thurs,

Fri.Sat.
	Seattle WA 

	September
	
	
	

	Aug 29 – Sept 1
	Joint National Annual Mtg /Westrn Rgn
	Tues night, Wed, Thurs,

Fri.Sat.  Seattle Sheraton
	Seattle WA

	September 11 
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	September 16 (tentative date)
	Breakfast Mtg
	TBA
	St. John Vianney

	September 29
	Friends of the Poor Walk
	TBA
	St William Catholic Church 

	October
	
	
	

	October 3
	Summer Lunch Mtg
	6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	October 9
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	October 19
	Board Mtg
	11:30 am to 1:30 pm
	Waukesha Council Office

	October 22
	Leadership Mtg
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
	Waukesha Council Office

	November
	
	
	

	November 13
	Voice of the Poor 
	6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	St. Luke Catholic Church (Brookfield)

	
	
	
	

	December
	
	
	

	
	Voice of the Poor 
	No Mtg in December
	

	
	
	
	


